
 

Lights. Camera. Action. Film set tours at the real Downton Abbey  

Ready for the movie event of the year?  

For those who want to make the magic last even longer after seeing the hotly anticipated 
movie version of Downton Abbey this autumn, Hampshire has an exclusive treat in store. 

Three years after the Crawleys left, the all-star cast returned to TV’s most famous 
ancestral home to film ‘Downton Abbey, the movie’, which finally hits cinema screens on 
13 September 2019 in the UK, and 20 September in the US. 

And for fans wanting even more movie magic, heading to Hampshire this autumn offers 
a new chance to follow in the footsteps of Hugh Bonneville, Elizabeth McGovern and 
Dame Maggie Smith by stepping inside the real Downton Abbey. 

Highclere Castle – the real life home to Lord and Lady Carnarvon – must be one of the 
world’s most recognisable stately homes, thanks to its role as the location for the 
worldwide TV smash hit for all of its six seasons, as well as the new movie. 

Now a ‘Real Lives & Film Sets Tour’ will take fans on a guided tour through the real life 
sets on selected dates in September and October 2019. But numbers are strictly limited 
to no more than 20 guests per tour, so the advice is to book early. 

After winding through the park, and along the gravel drive, visitors will be able to explore 
the very familiar State Rooms from the much-loved series and new film. The guided tour 
will provide glimpses behind the scenes, featuring locations where favourite scenes were 
shot, and so many memorable lines uttered. 

From the Saloon, the heart of the Castle and a central room where characters from 
upstairs and downstairs met, the tour also includes the Stanhope bedroom, decorated in 
real life in 1895 for HRH the Prince of Wales. Downton Abbey fans will recognise it as 
the bedroom in which the handsome Turkish diplomat died of a heart attack, as well as 
Shirley MacLaine's bedroom for one episode and Lady Anstruther's in another. 

After touring the State Rooms, up the Great Oak Staircase and around the Gallery 
Bedrooms, guests can then descend to the cellars to explore the Egyptian Exhibition.  

The Castle’s history also includes a fascinating connection with ancient Egypt, as the 5th 
Earl, with Howard Carter, discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of the Kings 
in 1922. The exhibition commemorates this historic event, including some rare 
antiquities from the 5th Earl's earlier Egyptian excavations. 

The tour ends with a seasonal buffet served in the Coach House Tea Rooms. 

Tickets for the ‘Real Lives & Film Sets Tour’, which must be pre-booked, cost £125 per 
person. The tours are available as either a morning or an afternoon ticket. 

For more information on visiting the Castle, see www.highclerecastle.co.uk 

All tourist information for Hampshire can be found at http://www.visit-hampshire.co.uk. 
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