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10 reasons to visit Hampshire in 2019 

1. Cricket.  Hampshire will be reminding everyone in World Cup year that the county is known as the cradle 
of cricket.  The 2019 ICC Cricket World Cup will be held across the country between May 30 and July 14 
next summer, and - in addition to the county hosting several of the matches at the iconic Hampshire Bowl - 
Hambledon Cricket Club, founded in Hampshire in 1750, will be one of the places taking centre stage.  
Known as ‘the cradle of cricket’, Hambledon Cricket Club was once the most powerful and foremost cricket 
club in England, and was instrumental in helping to develop many of the rules of the game, prior to the focus 
switching to Lord’s.  The Club interchanged its name between Hampshire and Hambledon, with The Bat and 
Ball pub becoming its clubhouse - not to mention, a current-day monument commemorating the club.  
Thomas Lord, founder of the MCC at St John’s Wood, is buried in West Meon Church graveyard in 
Hampshire, where the village pub is named after him.  And Hampshire’s William Nicholson - one of the 
MCC’s star players - supposedly gave the club its colours.  Known as “bacon and egg” the famous red and 
yellow came from his family’s Nicholson Gin and they were also used in Privett village church, which he 
funded. 

 

2. D-Day.  2019 will mark the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings and the Ministry of Defence has 
announced that Portsmouth will host Britain’s commemorations. Key attractions linked to this are the D-Day 
Story, Southwick House (home to the original D-Day Map), and Southwick village.  Hampshire played a 
pivotal role in the D-Day landings of 1944, and there will be a range of exhibitions and events taking place 
across the county during 2019.  The newly revamped D-Day Story Museum in Portsmouth will provide one 
focal point for the year.  Elsewhere, beneath the northern slopes of Portsdown Hill, overlooking the Naval 
base of Portsmouth, the village of Southwick, with its thatched roofs and half-timbered cottages, remains 
largely unchanged from the day in June 1944 when this little Hampshire settlement became the centre for 
Operation Overlord.  It was at Southwick House, the elegant Georgian mansion and ancestral home of the 
Thistlethwayte family, that General Dwight D Eisenhower, the Supreme Commander of the Allied 
Expeditionary Force, made his historic and momentous decision committing three million men and 2,727 
ships to the operation, which turned the tide of World War II.  The famous, original ‘D-Day Map’ is still on 
show there, within the Royal Military Police Museum, which can be visited by prior arrangement.  A 
Southwick Village D-Day Revival, meanwhile, will be staged over the weekend of June 8 & 9 in 2019.  
https://www.southwickrevival.co.uk/d-day/ 

 

3. Cycling. It’s easy to find miles of quiet country lanes, car-free tracks and bridleways in Hampshire for 
both beginner and expert cyclists. This is quintessential England, with its chalk downland, pretty villages, 
rich history and great country pubs serving fine local food.  Hampshire offers a rich variety of road cycling, 
off-road cycling, car free routes and even the South Coast's only velodrome, all within easy reach of 
London.  https://www.visit-hampshire.co.uk/cycling 
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4. Downton Abbey - the movie.  The shutters will open and the servant’s bell will ring once again at 
Highclere Castle in Hampshire, better known as Downton Abbey. Everyone has been waiting for the highly 
anticipated feature length motion picture Downton Abbey movie, which is expected to hit screens in autumn 
2019.  The Downton Abbey movie is a Carnival Films production, with Focus Features and Universal 
Pictures International distributing. https://www.highclerecastle.co.uk/downton-abbey-movie-confirmed 

 

5. Heckfield Place, and other accommodation.  The much-anticipated opening of Heckfield Place in 2018 
(https://www.heckfieldplace.com) has once again put the wide range of accommodation on offer to visitors 
to Hampshire under the spotlight.  Watch out for more new openings in 2019 - ranging from The Wellington 
Arms near Basingstoke (https://www.wellingtonarmshampshire.co.uk) which has joined the Red Mist Leisure 
family - an award-winning company that is passionate about pubs and owns nine other highly commended 
pubs and inns - has undergone an extensive refurbishment in readiness to offer 25 bedrooms from February 
2019; through to a new spa at the Holiday Inn at Winchester (https://www.hiwinchester.co.uk). 

 

6. Literary heroes.  2019 marks the 200th anniversary of Charles Kingsley, author of The Water Babies - 
along with both the 70th anniversary of Jane Austen’s House Museum being open to the public; and the 
200th anniversary of Keats’ Ode To Autumn - regarded by critics as one of the most perfect short poems in 
the English language, which was inspired during a stay in Winchester. 

 

7. Gardens. Exbury Gardens - the inspiration of Lionel Nathan de Rothschild, who bought the Exbury Estate 
in the New Forest in 1919 from Lord Forster – will mark its centenary year during 2019, and will also put the 
spotlight on other Hampshire gardens throughout the year. https://www.visit-hampshire.co.uk/things-to-
do/attractions/gardens 

 

8. 70th National Parks.  2019 is the 70th anniversary of the passing of the National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act, a fact that will be marked in National Parks across the whole of the country.  
Hampshire is one of the very few counties in the UK with two National Parks: the New Forest National Park 
(https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk), and the South Downs National Park (https://www.southdowns.gov.uk). 

 

9. Leonardo da Vinci drawings from the Royal Collection in Southampton. In February 2019, to mark 
the 500th anniversary of the death of Leonardo da Vinci, 144 of the Renaissance master’s greatest 
drawings in the Royal Collection will go on display in 12 simultaneous exhibitions across the UK.  
Southampton City Art Gallery will be the only host venue on the south coast, with their exhibition running 
from February 1 to May 6, 2019.  https://www.southamptoncityartgallery.com/2018/02/leonardo-da-vinci-
royal-collection-opens-2019/ 

 

10. #MyMicroGap. VisitHampshire will join a new “cultural revolution” in domestic tourism by adding its 
weight to VisitEngland’s #MyMicroGap campaign. 

EndsAll media enquiries: Chris Bowry Email: Chris.Bowry@hants.gov.uk Tel: 01962-846005 
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